
SAMUEL
BEZNOS

Partner and CEO
Beztak Cos.,

Farmington Hills EDUCATION: University of Michigan (B), 

New York University (M)

FIRST JOB: Running an online computer bulletin board out of my 

parents house.

BEST ADVICE: Be honest, ethical, and work hard.

TOUGHEST CHALLENGE FACED: Operating senior housing properties 

during the pandemic.

HOBBIES: Travel, yoga, exercise, watersports, and downhill skiing.

DOWNTIME: Spending time with my wife and three children.

TOP OF BUCKET LIST: Living abroad with my family for one year.

FAVORITE DETROIT ATTRACTION: Riverfront. 

Beznos oversees property and asset management, fi-
nance, construction, and accounting at Beztak Cos. He 
also specializes in acquisitions, land development, and 
risk evaluation. Under his direction, Bextak has received 
national recognition by earning a place on the U.S. Best 
Managed Companies list and has earned a place on the 
2021 National Multifamily Housing Council’s Top 50 
Managers list. He is a licensed real estate broker in 12 
states and Washington, D.C.

PETER
CUMMINGS

Executive Chairman
The Platform, 

Detroit EDUCATION: Yale University (B), University of Toronto (M)

FIRST JOB: Journalist for The Montreal Star.

BEST ADVICE FOR A YOUNG PERSON: Brains are important and a 

strong work ethic is important and developing a network is 

important, but perseverance trumps them all.

TRAVEL DESTINATION: Charlevoix

FEW PEOPLE KNOW: I hosted a Sirius XM Satellite Radio show, 

“Linked: Connecting the Classics,” from 2011 to 2014. 

THE PLATFORM: Owns the Fisher Building, Cass Cadillac, Lakshore 

Global Building, and more.

BUCKET LIST: Sharpen my photographic skills and learn Spanish.

Cummings has been an anchor in the Detroit real estate 
world for decades, highlighted by his acquisition of the 
iconic Fisher Building in 2015 and the establishment the 
following year of The Platform, a Detroit-based venture 
focused on new housing and retail developments in the 
city. He divides his time between Florida and Michigan, 
where he serves on the investment committee of the Max 
M. Fisher Family Office and is a director and chairman 
emeritus of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra. 

MICHAEL
HIGGINS
President

Leland House 
Limited Partnership, 

Detroit
FIRST JOB: Worked as a clerk at the Downtown Train

 and Camera Hobby Shop at 16 years old.

HOBBIES: Model trains and traveling.

FAVORITE TV SHOW: “Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives”

TRAVEL DESTINATIONS: Paris and Hong Kong.

BUCKET LIST: Cruise the Caribbean Islands on a catamaran. 

DETROIT ATTRACTIONS: Belle Isle and Eastern Market.

DIRECTOR: Shoreline East Condominium and Detroit 

Towers Condominium.

MEMBER: Detroit Entertainment District Association, which works 

to enhance the northern portion of the downtown area.

With more than four decades of professional experience 
in the real estate and property management fields and 
an extensive background in maintenance and efficien-
cies in building operations, Higgins has been a developer 
and entrepreneur since the 1970s. He has been involved 
in ownership and managed more than 50 properties, in-
cluding the historical Leland Hotel, Broderick Tower, 
and Elliott Building, all located in downtown Detroit. He 
is a 20-year member of the Detroit Athletic Club.

JONATHAN
HOLTZMAN

Co-founder, CEO, 
and Chairman

City Club 
Apartments, 

Farmington Hills

EDUCATION: Michigan State University (B)

PARTNER: Canadian investor Alan Greenberg.

FIRST JOB: Marketing manager for Village Green.

FUNNIEST WORK EXPERIENCE: I was performing due diligence on an 

apartment community we were purchasing and I went into an 

apartment, and the guy living there had a full-sized pig.

BEST ADVICE FOR A YOUNG PERSON: Work hard. You will never regret it.

FAVORITE MOVIE: “Groundhog Day”

FEW PEOPLE KNOW: I race historic Formula 1 Ferraris in series events 

and championships around the world.

DETROIT ATTRACTION: The Detroit Zoo

Holtzman’s grandfather, Joseph, started as a single 
family homebuilder in 1919 and grew the company 
into one of the nation’s largest home-builders; his fa-
ther and uncle expanded the company to include com-
mercial, retail, and apartment development, construc-
tion, and management. Today, Holtzman operates City 
Club Apartments, which offers a mixture of well-de-
signed communities in Detroit, Chicago, Kansas City, 
Minneapolis, and Pittsburgh.

RICHARD
KARP

Managing Partner
Karp and Associates, 

Detroit EDUCATION: Michigan State University (B)

FIRST JOB: Site cleanup at a downriver Detroit steel plant.

BEST ADVICE: If you truly believe something is right and works, no 

one else’s opinion matters.

TOUGHEST CHALLENGE: In all facets of business, human behavior is 

often the greatest obstacle.

HOBBIES: Alpine and water skiing, travel, and cooking.

BEST ADVICE FOR A YOUNG PERSON: Plan on outworking everyone if 

you truly want to succeed.

DEVELOPMENT AND GENERAL CONTRACTING: Multifamily, office, retail, 

and light manufacturing projects throughout the Midwest.

A Detroit native, Karp is a member of Capitol Park Part-
nership in Detroit, which has undertaken development, 
design, historic construction, technology, and commer-
cial leasing to help revitalize Capitol Park in downtown 
Detroit. He was part of the revitalization of  Lansing’s 
Old Town, where he utilized various combinations of 
historic rehabilitation credits, new market credits, and 
low-income housing tax credits. He also partners with 
quasi-public entities, universities, and banks. 

MATT
LESTER

CEO and Owner
Princeton 

Enterprises, 
Bloomfield Township

EDUCATION: University of Michigan (B), University of Southern 

California (JD)

FIRST JOB: Busboy at the Birmingham Athletic Club.

BEST ADVICE: Whatever you choose to do, do it to the best of 

your ability

LESSON LEARNED: Change in the real estate market is not usually 

gradual. The challenge is being prepared.

HIDDEN TALENT: I have an exceptional green thumb.

BEST ADVICE FOR A YOUNG PERSON: Dream big but be prepared to pay 

some dues. No one starts at the top.

BUCKET LIST: Play golf at the Old Course at St. Andrews.

In 1994, Lester founded Princeton Enterprises, a pri-
vately held real estate investment firm that owns and 
operates a commercial investment portfolio consisting of 
multifamily housing and office buildings. To date, Lester 
and his various partners have acquired 130 properties 
with an aggregate value of $1 billion. Lester owns and 
operates a portfolio of more than 22,000 apartment 
units as well as office, medical, storage, and other com-
mercial facilities.
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